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House of Burgess: 'Bad hombres,' 
'nasty' women 


Trump already looking to the next hustle 


By Rob Burgess 
Tribune columnist 


There are 13 days left until Election Day. Republican candidate Donald 
Trump will not be the president. I would hesitate to even type those words 
as Trump has defied every expectation thus far, but I think even he 


understands the score at this point. 


“We are behind,” Trump’s campaign manager Kellyanne Conway told NBC’s 
Chuck Todd on “Meet the Press” Sunday. (The next day, Trump publicly 


admitted the same, then quickly reversed himself.) 


Trump is not only losing some swing states badly, he’s throwing states that 
once were a sure thing for any Republican running for the presidency into 


contention. 


“We have enough data in the bank that we can now Say it: Independent 
candidate Evan McMullin has a very real chance of winning a state — Utah 
— on Election Day. Multiple polls now show him neck-and-neck with GOP 
presidential nominee Donald Trump,” reported The Washington Post’s 


Aaron Blake Monday. 


Texas, Georgia, North Carolina, Arizona and Alaska all have a very real 
possibility of flipping from states won by 2012 GOP candidate Mitt Romney. 
Given Trump’s behavior at the presidential debates, especially this last one, 


he seems to readily signal he’s in trouble. 


The third and final debate took place Oct. 19 at the University of Nevada, 
Las Vegas and was moderated by Fox News’ Chris Wallace. (Fox News’ 
moderators have been the best of both the primary and general debates, 
despite framing questions in an ostensibly right-wing fashion.) Debates are 


supposed to be opportunities for candidates to speak to those outside their 


base, to those who could be convinced one way or another. Trump is only 


speaking to his core group of supporters. 


“One of my first acts will be to get all of the drug lords, all of the bad ones, 
we have some bad, bad people in this country that have to go out,” Trump 
said. “We’re going to get them out. We’re going to secure the border. And 
once the border is secured, at a later date, we’ll make a determination as to 
the rest. But we have some bad hombres here, and we’re going to get them 


n 


out. 


Do you want to take a guess as to which ethnic group was the one for which 


this message was intended? 


“I am on record as saying we need to put more money into the Social 
Security Trust fund,” said Democratic presidential candidate Hillary 
Clinton. “That’s part of my commitment to raise taxes on the wealthy. My 
Social Security payroll contribution will go up, as will Donald’s, assuming 


he can’t figure out how to get out of it, but what we want to do is ...” 


“Such a nasty woman,” Trump interjected. 


Does it sound like Trump is courting anything other than the white male 


vote now? 


“What I’m saying is that I will tell you at the time. I’ll keep you in suspense, 
OK?” Trump told Wallace when asked whether he would accept the results 


of the election should he lose. 


Trump’s attention is elsewhere. He’s already checked out of the present and 
is working his gears furiously to set himself up for the next hustle: Trump 


TV. 


“In a new Facebook Live show launched Monday night, Donald Trump’s 
campaign painted a rosy picture of the election in just two weeks, with 
Campaign manager Kellyanne Conway even saying ‘unequivocally’ that ‘we 
will win,’” reported NPR’s Jessica Taylor Monday. “The ‘nightly campaign 
coverage’ had some of the hallmarks of a newscast. Set for 6:30 p.m. each 
night, running up against network TV news, the campaign will broadcast 
live from Trump Tower until Election Day. There was a news scroll at the 
bottom of the newscast, but there was also a button to donate to Trump’s 
campaign. ... The hosts denied that this was some type of ‘Trump TV,’ a 
rumored endeavor from the GOP nominee if he loses to try to monetize his 


loyal base into a massive media influence akin to Fox News.” 


Trump knows where he'll be Nov. 9, and it’s not headed to the White House. 
When he arrives back at Trump Tower, he wants his supporters frothing to 
accept whatever scheme he has in store. I can’t wait to actively ignore 


Trump TV. 


Rob Burgess, Tribune city editor, may be reached by calling 765-454-8577, 
via email at rob.burgess@kokomotribune.com or on Twitter at 


twitter.com/robaburg. 


